
GOWERTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
CYNGOR CYMUNEDOL TREGŴYR

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 

 Held at St Johns Church Hall at 7.30pm

 on Wednesday 3 December 2025



PRESENT: 	

Councillors: 

Barbara Small (voted to chair the meeting), Wayne Erasmus, Kath Jennings, Lyneth Howells, Amanda Guard

2 members of the public attended to observe the meeting.


Clerk to the Council: Allison James

107.	Apologies for absence –

Cllrs Lynne Carey, Ros Holt, June Merrells, Matt Palmer, Dai Jenkins, Susan Jones, Gareth Evans, Patricia Evans, 

	
108.	Disclosures of Personal & Prejudicial – None declared

109.	Minutes of Council 

Resolved that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the following date be approved and signed as a correct record. 

(i) Wednesday 12 November 2025 

.    
110	 Announcements of the Chair of Council

Cllr B Small who chaired the meeting in the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair said that she was disappointed with the lack of interest in the annual xmas meal (attended and paid for by Councillors personally). It would have been nice to support the Con Club but unfortunately, it is not worth them cooking on a Monday for only a small number of people. 

Cllr Small would like to thank Mrs Viv Davies for putting up poppies in the centre of the village over the years for Remembrance Day.


	
111	Public Question Time

2 members of the public attended but there were no questions.

112	Record of Payments

It was resolved that:

1) The Payments & Receipts be noted. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	59
	
	03/11/2025
	HP Instant Ink
	Nov charges
	16.79
	4.2
	20.99
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	62
	
	25/11/2025
	St Johns Church Hall
	Room Hire
	25
	0
	25
	
	SAF
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	65
	
	27/11/2025
	Vision ICT
	Invoice 21054
	315.25
	63.05
	378.3
	
	SAF
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Forthcoming payments for authorization

Bay landscapes Ltd 		£264 + cost of xmas tree
Venue Hire			£25
HP Instant Ink			£20.99  (future payments reduced to £13.49)



113  Correspondence The actions / comments made as in relation to the correspondence reported:

Emails from Dean Mason giving updates regarding Summer/Autumn Fun Events for 2025.
Emails from Swansea Council giving details of planning applications.
Emails from One Voice Wales giving details of training courses, webinars and other news which are forwarded on to Councillors as applicable.

Phone calls from Bowen Hopkins and Bay Landscapes to co ordinate xmas lights, xmas tree etc.

Phone call from Brian Davies, Country Stores asking about a meter for the xmas lights on his shop.

Message from Viv Davies – she said this will be the last year she will be able to put up the plastic poppies in the village. She said the poppies are looking a bit tatty and need to be renewed. She feels she is now too old and is struggling to put the poppies up.  I thanked her for her work over the years. 

Email from One Voice Wales about AGM in January which was sent to the Chair who confirmed attendance.  A link will be sent in due course.

A question on Gowerton Residents Group on Facebook asking whether Community Council will be putting on the Santa parade this year?  I replied that the horses are no longer available and due to the other events going on in the village, there would be no event with CC. However, if anyone has any suggestions for next year they are encouraged to email the Clerk (email address was given).



With regards to the poppies – it was suggested that we approach the local Art Group and ask if they could make some new poppies and CC could fund the materials used from S137 budget. It was suggested around £50 be donated for materials.

114.	 Planning Applications & Planning Matters

Application No: 2025/2226/FUL 
10.11.2025 Electoral Division: Map Ref: Gowerton - Area 2 258643 196574
 Development Type: Householder
56 Llys Baldwin, Gowerton, Swansea, SA4 3DX
 Conversion of existing attached single Garage into Study / Dayroom & Store-room. Work includes the removal of Garage up & over door replaced with white Upvc window (matching existing windows). Provision of internal stud wall inc door S & A Smith
 Agent: Mr Robert Bowen

No objections were raised.


113. 	Gowerton Ward Councillors Update

Cllr Dai Jenkins emailed his report for the month of November.  

114.	Approve Bio Diversity Plan for 2025 – 2028

The plan was discussed and approved. It is published on the Councils website as per legislation. 

115. 	Proposed budget for 26/27
	Proposed budget 26-27
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Detail
	Annual Budget 25 - 26
	Increase/decrease
	Budget 26-27
	 
	Comments
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Salaries 
	12417
	372.51
	12790
	 
	
	
	

	 Pension Cont EE and ER
	1905
	57.15
	1962
	 
	
	
	

	HMRC
	4607
	138.21
	4745
	 
	
	
	

	Clerk Expenses
	1300
	0
	1300
	 
	
	
	

	Chair Allowance
	500
	-400
	100
	 
	Reduce to £100?
	
	

	General Admin
	400
	0
	400
	 
	
	
	

	Subs and Fees
	2692
	-627
	2065
	 
	Audit, internal audit, temple church, moneysoft, McAfee, Microsoft, Public Liability insurance, SLCC, Vision ICT
	
	

	gov.uk email addresses
	0
	0
	380
	 
	
	
	

	Remuneration
	2028
	
	2028
	 
	£156 x 13 Councillors
	
	

	Grounds Maintenance
	3500
	500
	4000
	 
	Last years GM was approx £4k as cost went up.
	
	

	Floral Displays
	3100
	-700
	2400
	 
	Flowers in village inc supplies for triangle in centre
	
	

	Events
	5400
	100
	5500
	 
	Xmas lights. 
	
	

	Events
	0
	935
	935
	 
	
	
	

	Training
	500
	0
	500
	 
	
	
	

	S137 payments
	1000
	0
	1000
	 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 
	
	
	

	Total
	39349
	 
	40105
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Provision for election
	3000
	earmarked from reserves
	
	
	
	

	Provision for possible laser show
	2000
	earmarked from reserves
	
	
	
	

	Precept 25-26
	
	
	39350
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Precept 26-27
	
	
	40105
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increase
	
	1.91%
	755
	
	
	
	



Discussions took place on how we could save money to put towards doing more in the village, eg events.
The RFC no longer put on a fire work display due to insurance costs etc.  Cllr Erasmus suggested we look at working in conjunction with other groups in the Village and put on a laser show similar to the one Gorseinon Town Council recently organised.  This suggestion was met with enthusiasm by all in attendance.
Cllr Erasmus suggested that we do not renew OVW membership next year, therefore saving £935 (based on 24/25 cost) and put this money towards the Events budget.
Resolved: Cllr A Guard seconded this and all present were in favour of the decision.
Cllr B Small proposed to approve the budget for 25/26. All Councillors present voted in favour of approving the amended proposed budget.  
Resolved: Clerk to get details of laser show from Gorseinon Town Council. Cllr Erasmus will contact some companies to get quotes. Clerk to contact RFC to ask if they would be interested in hosting it on their ground. 
Resolved: Any underspend from xmas lighting bill in 24/25 budget can be used to purchase xmas lights for next December.  

[bookmark: _Hlk190207004]116.	Bins in the Village

	It was discussed: 

Size of bins now compared to what was there previously.
Location of bins
Capacity of bins
Rational for change previously.

Agreed to email Swansea Council and ask for details as above questions.  Ongoing.

Update – Swansea Council have replied with the relevant information.

Resolved: no further action is needed at this time.


117	Proposed Development at Fairwood Terrace 

Keep on agenda as on going for any updates.  Developers have been given extra time. No communication from Swansea Council. Clerk to email Swansea Council to request information as it comes in. 
	
118.	Room Rental for boards etc at Gowerton Con Club

It was suggested that £50 per year for storage costs might be reasonable? Carry on to next meeting as payment from Chair Allowance needs to be discussed.

119.	Set date and Venue for next meeting.

Date of next meeting – 7.30pm Wednesday 14 January 2026. 

 
Meeting closed at 20:48



Signed________________________________________________ (Chairperson)


Date _____________________________________
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